PORTLAND LAW FIRM BLACK HELTERLINE SCRAPS EMPLOYEE HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA TO TREAT KIDS OF YWCA CLIENTS TO HOLIDAY CARNIVAL

With the economy still reeling and community need greater than ever, Portland law firm hosts children of parents in transition due to domestic abuse and incarceration

Portland, Ore. (December 19, 2010) —There was no party at The Nines, no dancing, no dinner and no reason for the lawyers and staff at Black Helterline to wear their tuxes and formal gowns. This year the company holiday party moved to the YWCA Gymnasium.  There, employees donned more casual garb as they entertained kids whose mothers are either living in the YWCA’s Yolanda House, a shelter for survivors of domestic violence and their families, or are a part of the YW’s Transitional Housing Program, which offers housing and skills-building for women as they transition from incarceration, and other transitory lifestyles. The YWCA also invited other non-profits to participate, so even more children could enjoy this experience.

Black Helterline directed their ample holiday budget, previously designated for their own employee party, toward a huge Carnival to host kids who may face little or no Christmas without it. The children and their mothers’ were hosted at the YW Gymnasium on Saturday, December 19, 2009. 

“This is such a tough year for so many in our community that we wanted the bulk of our holiday budget to go to a disadvantaged or underserved group,” said David Roy, Partner at Black Helterline.  “The YWCA is such a hero in our community – serving people who really need a helping hand that we wanted to join them in their efforts.”

The fun is stacking up pretty high. Kids were treated to loads of carnival games, giant slide rides, obstacle courses and of course, photos with Santa. Each child was able to take a photo home in a frame they had decorated.  Face painting and bead making rounded out the activities.  The law firm employees ran all the games at the Carnival.

Just as important as a Christmas party was to kids, were the presents.  Many of these children have no hope of Santa ever coming down their chimneys but Black Helterline went one step further to put smiles on kids’ faces.  As part of the Carnival, the YW opened a gift store stocked with new and used clothing and lots of toys so both moms and their children could choose gifts to exchange.  And the best part is everything was free to the YW’s clients and the clients of other non-profits who attended.  

“We are so grateful for Black Helterline’s commitment to bringing a holiday party and gifts to our families who are building a path back to a healthier life,” said Eric Brown, Executive Director, YWCA of Greater Portland.  “A little holiday cheer will go a long way to supporting them on their paths.”

Sure the employees of Black Helterline may not have gotten fancy appetizers and treats that warmed their tummies but when you’re looking for a holiday feel-good, there’s nothing like bringing Christmas to a child who may not have had one. 

