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Portland’s VanderVeer Center Initiates Creative Fundraising Model to Support Women & Families In-Crisis
VanderVeer Center raises $5,000 for the YWCA of Greater Portland donating percentage of profits, challenges other businesses to do the same.

Portland, ORE. (March 3, 2010) – Oregon’s non-profit community has been hit hard by the economic downturn, and savvy community and business partners, like VanderVeer Center, the Northwest’s premier cosmetic medicine facility, are finding new ways to keep up with contributions to help those most in need—and challenging others to do the same.  
“With such repeated and disheartening news of local deaths due to domestic violence this year, I knew VanderVeer Center had to act.  I realized that if we took 10% of a month’s proceeds, that would be a significant amount to support the YWCA’s Yolanda House, a shelter for women and families in crisis,” said Elizabeth VanderVeer, MD, VanderVeer Center Medical Director and YWCA Executive Board Member.  “Businesses want to help and be part of the solution to end domestic violence by supporting fantastic programs such as Yolanda House.  No amount is too small, and businesses can make a significant contribution to raise awareness for the YWCA’s wonderful work while meeting the needs of their own clientele.  It’s a win – win and we urge other businesses to join us.”
“Both individuals and businesses are looking for new ways to continue to support non-profits and social services in the community, and Dr. VanderVeer’s method of taking a percentage of a month’s proceeds to help us serve more families makes all the difference with a generous $5000 gift,” says Eric Brown, executive director, YWCA of Greater Portland.  “Our friends are looking for new, creative ways to support our efforts and Dr. VanderVeer’s leadership here not only opens new avenues for funding, but really introduces a new audience to our work.”
In recent months this community saw first-hand Oregon's poverty rate rise to the top of the nation and witnessed over 17 deaths at the hands of violent abusers in the Portland area alone.  Last year showed a 36% increase in unmet shelter needs for women coming out of violent living situations.  In fact, since 2008, domestic violence has increased significantly compared to previous years, according to the National Council on Family Violence, which believes the upturn is directly related to the fluctuating economy.

Last year the YWCA was able to help thousands of Portland area women, children and families with a surprising array of well-run, proven programs that provide safety, opportunity and independence throughout the full spectrum of their lives.  These programs are delivered in four key service areas:
Domestic Violence – Yolanda House provides a safe and welcoming environment for women and children escaping domestic violence, fielding over 2,000 crisis line calls and developing over 300 safety plans for survivors in 2009.

Senior Services— The YWCA helps low-income seniors maintain health, dignity, and independence in their own homes. In 2009 over 90% of our clients remained in the living situation of their own choosing.

Youth Services – Camp Westwind prepares children to thrive in today’s multicultural world. LearnLinks mentored nearly 200 children in 2009, with over 80% showing an improved attitude towards learning and increased self-confidence. 

Transitional Housing Services – The YWCA supports women transitioning from incarceration with TOP (Transitional Opportunities Project) the only federally funded gender-specific program of its kind, and twenty units of Transitional Housing for women and their children.

"The need is greater than it’s been in years and we want both potential clients and community friends to know that we are here to serve," says Brown.
In 2008, the YWCA also launched a city day camp, “Westwind in the City,” modeled after its popular camp on the coast, Camp Westwind. This instantly popular day camp provides safe, invigorating and inspirational camp programs for youth of all ages.  “Westwind in the City” also offers weekly programs during summer, winter break and spring break, so busy working parents can confidently, conveniently and safely place their children in this innovative camp at times of the year when many other camps are closed.
About the YWCA of Greater Portland

The YWCA of Greater Portland provides life-changing social services for women, children and families from all walks — and phases — of life, guiding them through three stages of empowerment: Safety, Opportunity, and Independence. Our comprehensive programs maximize positive impact in the community by encompassing four key integrated service areas: Domestic Violence Services, Transitional Services, Youth Services, and Senior Services. Our programs provide housing, life skills, and advocacy for survivors of domestic violence and their children, and for women transitioning from incarceration. We support seniors by providing resources which allow them to maintain their independence. And we prepare children to thrive in today’s multicultural world through innovative camp and educational programs.

About Elizabeth VanderVeer, MD

Dr. Elizabeth VanderVeer is a Board Certified Medical Doctor who specializes in Non-Surgical Cosmetic Medicine.  Dr. VanderVeer is President and Medical Director of VanderVeer Center, one of the nation’s premier Aesthetic Medicine facilities located in Portland, Oregon.  Dr. VanderVeer is a published author of numerous articles on Anti-aging Medicine; a Faculty member of THE Aesthetic Show and THE Aesthetic Practice Association; and a sought after International Lecturer.  She frequently appears on local, regional, and national television as a Medical Expert and Anti-Aging Contributing Editor, appearing on FOX, NBC, ABC, and CBS.  Her weekly radio program, The Dr. V Show, is heard Saturday’s from 5-6 PM on KXL Newsradio AM 750 – Portland’s Premier Talk Radio Station. 
For more information, interviews with Dr. V, or to schedule an appointment, please contact Francine Raften, Director of Marketing and Public Relations for VanderVeer Center at Francine@vanderveercenter.com or 503-443-2250. Please also visit us at www.VanderVeerCenter.com or www.TheDrVShow.com .  
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