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Residents of the YWCA’s Yolanda House for Domestic Violence Survivors Celebrate Remodel – Honor House Namesake Yolanda Panek

Portland, ORE.  (October 14, 2009) -- The YWCA of Greater Portland this week celebrates the completion of a major kitchen remodel for Yolanda House, the YWCA’s domestic violence shelter. The construction project began in June 2009 and was completed last month.

“The kitchen is the center of family activity in Yolanda House as is it is in every home.  The original flooring and fixtures were nearly 50 years old, and in desperate need of renovation, some having become safety hazards for our residents,” says Shelly Massarello, program manager. “The residents prepare their own family meals here, which allows them to retain some sense of normalcy and create a nurturing environment for their loved ones.” 

The YWCA received a grant from the State of Oregon’s Housing Development Grant Program, which provided the lion’s share of funding for the kitchen remodel. The remodel would still not have been possible, however, without further donations of time, money and materials from organizations such as Tom’s Trekkers from St. Clare’s Parish and other generous donors.

When a treasured employee of the YWCA of Greater Portland, Yolanda Panek, was murdered by her ex-partner in front of their young son, the YWCA expanded its existing domestic violence services to an off-site, confidential shelter named in her honor. Yolanda House is an emergency shelter and service program for women survivors of domestic or sexual violence and their children, and is the central facility for a wide range of YWCA services targeting domestic and sexual violence. The 22-bed, home-like shelter provides critical services such as crisis hotline and counseling, food and resources, advocacy for children and families, relocation support and more. 
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